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Realistic
Romance

Realistic fiction with an
emphasis on romance

Fantasy
Story has elements of
magic or takes place
———  inadifferent world.

Otherworld )
Romance @
Fantasy or thriller with '>"0‘<
) e —

a prominent romance

Dark/Thriller
Page turners
with darker content

Nonfiction

Informational texts
(self-help, finance,

Realistic Fiction
Setting is modern,
contemporary,

realistic COOkbOOkS)
Sports True Life Stories
Fiction or Nonfiction % Biographies,
with an emphasis on autobiograpies,
sports —_— memoirs
Classics .
Setting is before C°“.“'°s &
Graphic Novels
~1950, Poetry, & well-

known classics

Supplemental Stickers

LGBTQ+ Spanish Language
Prominent LGBTQ+ In Spanish or
characters or stories bilingual
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*The Book Truck carries a variety of books including adult and young adult (YA) titles. These titles may
contain controversial themes, mature content, and/or profanity. Please review carefully before selecting.*
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Tips for Organizing your Literacy Event/Community Bookshelf

Student Volunteers
Having student volunteers in charge of the books is a great way to get everyone engaged.
Volunteers should be prepped on our Genre label system (included) and “How to Talk Books.”

Organizing the Books
The Book Truck Genre Umbrella system separates books into 2-3 broad categories/sections

e Otherworld (white skull, green): set in a different world, magic or supernatural elements
oDark/Thriller, Fantasy, Otherworld Romance, also: Graphic Novels (blue)
e Realistic (yellow, blue, orange): takes place in our world
o Realistic Fiction, Sports, Historical Fiction, Realistic Romance
o Nonfiction: True Life Stories, Informational
e Romance (yellow & white hearts): Prominent romantic storyline
o Realistic Romance, Otherworld Romance

*Romance is represented in Realistic and Otherworld

Staging the Books

e Face out/display featuring blurbs (post-its with brief descriptions) or fun cover art (esp.
hardcovers)

e As shelves or tables start to empty, reorganize the books to keep sections looking full and
welcoming (like a bookstore!)

e Post The Book Truck Genre Key for easier browsing

How to Talk Books (short version)

e Start by finding the right Genre Umbrella:
o Start by asking about books they have enjoyed in the past
o Ask about other media preferences (TV, movies) or hobbies
e Recommending a book to someone (even if you haven’t read it before)
o Start a conversation about an eye-catching cover. Cover art contains
hints about content, themes, and context for the story.
Demonstrate checking the back, inside flap, or first page for interesting content
If a book looks promising, put it in their hands. This is called “handselling” and
can be an effective way to encourage interest
o Share with them how you choose a book to read

Recognizing differences & staying positive
Book preferences are very personal. Be respectful and positive about someone’s choices even if they
are different from yours, and don’'t take offense if someone is not enthusiastic about your
recommendation. Sometimes a book needs to find someone at the right time.
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How to Talk (& Recommend) Books

Narrowing the field if they don’t know what they’re looking for

Start by asking about books they have enjoyed in the past

Ask about what other books/media they like (TV, movies, hobbies)

Start broad with the Genre umbrellas: Do they want something Realistic,
Otherworld, or Romance?

For new/reluctant readers start with Graphic novels/comics, True Life,
Nonfiction (blue labels) or Sports (yellow shoe)

Sharing your experience

How do you choose a book to read? Or decide if a book is right for you?
Recommending a book to someone (even if you haven'’t read it before):
o Share observations about the cover, point out the genre sticker
o Read the back or inside flap for a summary
o Check out the first page together

Common asks & where to find them

Do they want action, a page-turner?
Try Dark/Thriller (white skull) or Comics/Graphic Novels (blue)

If they want Romance (heart), do they want it realistic, or with a bit of
magic or other mystical elements?
Realistic Romance (yellow) vs. Otherworld Romance (white)

Looking for LGBTQ+ books? The supplemental Rainbow sticker can be
found on books from any genre

Where’s the poetry?
You'll find poetry in Classic/Historical Fiction (orange)

Looking for a specific book?
Ask questions to identify the genre category. If you don’t find what they’re
looking for, you can hopefully find a similar title in that section
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HOW TO HOST A BOOK SHARE

What is a BOOK SHARE?

Book shares are like book clubs, but everyone can read their own book instead of
reading the same one together. Participants can share about what they’re reading,
and get new recommendations from others.

Questions to get the conversation started

Summarize the book that you’re reading (or the last book you read) in 1-3
sentences (no spoilers!). Why did or didn’t you like it? What'’s the tone, genre, or
setting?

What was the first book that you could not put down? What was that like?
Favorite book-to-movie/TV adaptation? Did you read the book or watch the movie
first?

How do you plan what to read? Do you have your next read picked out already?
Is there a certain book or genre that you can’t seem to get into? What books have
you tried?

Are you looking for any specific recommendations?

Don’t forget!

Beware of spoilers! Try not to give away major plot twists or the ending (unless
asked)

Talk about the tone or setting of a book to avoid any unexpected surprises for
someone checking out your recommendation (is it in verse, or in an unusual
setting or contains sensitive topics/themes you feel should be noted?)
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