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Handout ONE

What is a book sort?

The Book Truck uses teen-friendly genre labels to help
readers at all experience levels more easily find a book that
will resonate with them to take home.

A book sort is where volunteers go through unsorted books
and place them in teen-friendly genre categories. The
books are labeled and prepared for The Truck.
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What makes a book “teen-friendly” ?

e For or about teenagers

e Only brand new or like-new books in excellent condition
o Sometimes, our books are the first books teens own

e High-interest titles

e Diverse authors & characters

What does not quality as teen-friendly?

e Although individuals will vary, teens are less interested
in plots focused around adult lives/problems

e Books for babies and children.

o Damaged/marked up books
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ACTIVITY TIME: Bookish Ice Breakers!

Let's get to know everyone in a bookish capacity! Here are

/‘ some potential ice breaker questions:

\
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e What's a favorite book from childhood or when you
were a teenager?
e What book are you reading now?
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Handout TWO

Learning more about a book in hand

e Judge a book by its cover

e Check back of book or inside flap for a synopsis
e Look at blurbs to see what others are saying

e Read first or last page (helpful for romances)

e Library of Congress summary

e Online resources

What are “Genre Umbrellas™ & why use them?

« Broader genre categories grouped together by “read
alike” potential -- there are 4

o Books within the same genre umbrella will be more
similar to each other than to books outside of the genre
umbrella

« Genre umbrellas help us visually distinguish similar
books to make them easier to find

/)
i Breaking down the Genre Umbrella Categories )
 Realistic Fiction e Romance (Fiction)
o Real world setting, no magic, o Romance is the main plot point
realistic plot o Nonfiction & Comics
e Otherworld Fiction o True stories & stories told with
o Magic/mystery, unrealistic pictures
thriller, space o Supplemental sticker: Rainbow
» Supplemental Sticker: “ES” stickers  stickers indicate story that is
indicate book is in Spanish LGBTQ+ )
~ = )
- a2 ACTIVITY TIME: Book Sort, Round 1
o Demonstration: Practice sorting 3-4 books into genre
umbrellas
e Group Activity: Designate spots for the 4 genre
categories (signs provided) & sort books into the
appropriate genre umbrella category-- keep an eye out
3 for LGBTQ+ content, will need a rainbow sticker later Y
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Handout THREE #1

Individual Genre Breakdown

o There are 10 main genre categories
e 2 Supplemental stickers added
o ES for Spanish
o Rainbow for LGBTQ+
e The categories are based on the types of books that teens
expressed interest in seeing on our shelves & we try to
have something for everyone

Supplemental Stickers )

e Rainbow: LGBTQ+ content can be in any genre-- don't
forget to check & sticker with a rainbow when the time
comes

e ES (Spanish-Language) When available, The Book Truck
carries blg)oks in Spanish. These books get an extra orange
“ES” sticker

)

ACTIVITY TIME: Final Book Sort & Tips

o Demonstration: This or That game. Sort 3-4 books within
different genre umbrellas into their appropriate individual
genre category. Ask people to pick 'this or that’ genre
category (e.g. fantasy or dark/thriller) for each book.

o Group Activity: Separate books into individual genre
categories. Try to pick books that you didn't sort the first
time around. /)
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Handout THREE #2

Romance Section: Romance is the point

e ALL:Often 2 people on the cover, the last few pages will be
about their relationship; check for LGBTQ+

¢ Realistic Romance- Realistic Fiction with emphasis on
romance.

e Otherworld Romance: Unrealistic setting or plot with
romance at the center (magic, dystopian story, etc)
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Realistic Section: Realistic Setting & Stories )
e ALL: Should not be romance-centered, check for LGBTQ+
e Realistic Fiction- Stories in a realistic setting, realistic plot

e Sports- Sports-centered stories, can be fiction OR
nonfiction (may need to move some books from round 1)

o Classics/Poetry- Historical Fiction, stories set in a specific
(past) time period
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Otherworld Section: Unrealistic Tales, Unrealistic Settings
e ALL: Should not be romance-centered, check for LGBTQ+

o Dark/Thriller- page turners, darker content. Also: Space,
dystopian, murder mystery

o Fantasy- Story has elements of magic or takes placein a
different world
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e ALL: Check for LGBTQ+

e True Life Stories- Biography, autobiography, memoir,
focus on someone’s life (not Sports)

« Nonfiction- Informational texts to learn (self-help,
cookbooks, finance)

o Comics/Graphic Novel- Stories told with
pictures/illustrations

E] Nonfiction & Comics: True Stories, Interest-Driven
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Handout FOUR

ACTIVITY TIME: Getting Books Truck Ready

o Demonstration: Label books on the bottom of the spine,
with the middle icon centered & flush with the bottom of

the book/primary sticker
e Group: Double-check book genres & add stickers

thebooktruck.org
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e Sports-centered
- Fiction or nonfiction

*A

e NO prominent romance
e Contemporary time/place
e “Anovel” (fiction)

CI.ASSICS

H|stor|cal fiction (pre 1950's)
“Classics” (assigned reading)
o Poetry
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