
Helping Teens Choose Their Books 

Start by showing teens our Genre Key (see below) to see which category looks interesting to 
them. The books in our Lit Boxes are sorted and labeled according to these categories. Try 
selecting a few titles in that genre to recommend. For tips on how to recommend a book, see 
below. 

Next, if teens have a hard time identifying a favorite genre/s, show them our What Genre 
Should You Read Quiz and/or check out our Conversation Starters flyer (see below).  

How to Recommend a Book: 
● Mention your personal experience with the book - we have found it's always most

effective to make a personal recommendation if possible. Your enthusiasm for a book
is contagious.

● Highlight if it's been made into a movie or TV show. This is a big selling point, especially
if a teen has heard about it already.

● Point out book blurbs (on post-its) on the book’s cover. These are brief recommendations
written by other teens.

● Check out the book's cover for its cover art, awards, and author blurbs. If any of
these things spark your interest, point them out to a student and tell them why that
makes the book seem interesting to you.

Other tips: 
● Ask teens about their interests to help guide you to books to recommend.
● Let teens choose their own books.
● Remind them that they can select two books.
● Encourage teens to recommend books to each other and even exchange books if they’d

like.
● Explain that it’s OK not to love every book.
● Create community by checking facilitating a Book Share (see below).
● Encourage teens to get a library card for even more book choices.



 

Genre Key 
 
Realistic Fiction  
The story happens in a contemporary world like ours. 
 

Realistic • Romance 
Realistic fiction with an emphasis on romance 
 

 
Realistic • Sports 
Fiction or nonfiction with emphasis on sports 
 

True Life Stories 
Biographies, autobiographies, memoirs 
 

Nonfiction 
Informational texts (like self-help, finance, cookbooks). 
 

Graphic Novels • Comics 
Uses pictures to tell the story 
 

Classics • Historical Novels •Poetry Collections 
Takes place before 1940, collection of poetry, or well-known “classic” 
 

Fantasy 
The story has elements of magic or takes place in a different world.  
 

Otherworld Romance 
A fantasy or thriller with a prominent romance. 
 

Action • Thriller • Science Fiction 
Page turners with darker content. 
 

Additional Stickers 
LGBTQ+ 
Features LGBTQ+ characters. 

 
Español • Spanish Language  
In spanish or bilingual. 

 
 

 
****The Book Truck carries a variety of books including adult and young adult (YA) titles. 
These titles may contain controversial themes, mature content, and/or profanity. Please 
review carefully before selecting.**** 
 



 

 

CONVERSATION STARTERS For Recommending Books 
 

Do your readers want/need book recommendations? Here’s how to get started: 
 
➔​ Start with trying to figure out what types of books/topics a reader is interested in 

before you guide them to specific books (unless they have specific requests). 
 

➔​ Show them our Genre Key:  
◆​ Our books are sorted and stickered into genres that we call Read-Alike 

Categories (Sports, Romance etc.). Show readers the Genre Key. It’s a quick 
and easy way to explain how our books are categorized. It also often sparks a 
more in-depth conversation about the type of book they are interested in.  
 

➔​ Ask questions to figure out which category to point them to so that they are most 
likely to find a book they like: 
◆​ What types of books, movies, or TV shows do you like?  
◆​ What types of things are you interested in? 
◆​ Are you looking for a page turner, something with action? (Dark/Dystopian) 
◆​ Do you prefer fantasies (stories with magic) or stories that could happen in the 

real world? (Realistic Fiction or True Life stories)  
◆​ Do you like romance? (We carry both Realistic and Otherworld Romance books). 

Do you want vampires or ghosts in your romance story (Otherworld Romance), or 
a love story that takes place in the real world (Realistic Romance)? 

◆​ If you’re looking for poetry, you can find that in the Classics/History category.  
 

➔​ Are they looking for a specific book? 
◆​ If a reader requests a specific title, ask questions to figure out which category 

that book would be in (i.e. Sports or Dark/Thriller). If you look through the books 
in that category and don’t see the exact book they are looking for, you can 
encourage them to select a similar title.  
 

➔​ If a reader mentions they don’t like to read, you may want to ask these questions to 
help figure out which category is most likely to have a book they might enjoy. 
◆​ Mention that we carry Comics/Graphic Novels and point out that section. These 

are frequently popular.  
◆​ True Life Stories and nonfiction/informational books are good to point out as 

well. 
◆​ The questions above, “What types of movies do you like?” or “What types of 

things are you interested in?” are also good questions to engage people who say 
they don’t like to read. 
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HOW TO HOST A BOOK SHARE 

What is a BOOK SHARE? 
Book Shares are a great way for people to recommend books to each other. Participants 
can talk about books they love and recommend their favorites to each other.  

Book shares can happen… 

in-person  online 

OR 

Here’s How to Do it… 

INTRODUCTIONS 
Go around the room and introduce yourselves. 

ICEBREAKERS 
Here are some fun questions to help start the conversation. You can go around the 
room and have each person answer a specific question - or have each person 
randomly pick questions from a box. (Printable Questions are on last page.) 

What’s your favorite type of book/comic (Scary, Mystery, Action, Romance)? 
What’s the best book to movie/tv adaptation? 
What is your go-to recommendation (a book you recommend to everyone)? 
What’s the book that surprised you the most? 
What’s the best page turner you’ve read?  
What’s the scariest book you’ve read? Most romantic?  
What’s a book that everyone loved but you didn’t? 
What are you planning to read next? 

Jack Ludden
Cross-Out



THE BOOK SHARE 

Pick someone to kick it off - a facilitator, a peer etc. 
Start by giving a 1-minute description about a 
favorite book or a book you recently read and 
loved. Think of it as a short movie trailer! 

HERE’S WHAT TO DO… 

Don’t forget… 

Say the title and author.  
Hook the audience. What will hook people about the book (like if the book is set in a 
deadly maze, etc.)? What makes it unique? 
Give a very brief introduction of the plot (no spoilers!!). Feel free to mention the 
characters, genre, mood/tone (scary, etc.) and/or some key plot points. Whatever is 
interesting to you!! Check out the blurbs on the front and back cover of the book if you 
want some help. 
You can mention if the book has been made into a movie or TV show, or if it reminds 
you of any popular books, movies, or TV shows. 
Share why you liked the book, why you think other people should read it and/or 
what type of person might like this book (horror fans, etc.). 
Be yourself! 

No spoilers!! Don’t give away the ending or any major twists/surprises. 
Try to give a heads up about anything unusual about the book so people aren’t 
blindsided later. This includes things like: books written in verse, plots that take place in 
a historical setting, a particularly depressing story or a really scary/gory story. 

LET THE CONVERSATION GO FROM THERE!! 

Book Share participants are welcome to jump in with 
questions, comments, or thoughts about similar 
books. Once the first person is done talking about 
their book, choose someone else to describe the 
next book! Let anyone who wants to participate give 
a description about their book.  

Keep the conversation going... 
If participants are slow to volunteer to describe their favorite books, feel free to bring the ice 
breaker questions back at this point.  



ICEBREAKER QUESTIONS (printable version) 

 

What’s your favorite type of book/comic (Scary, Mystery, Action, Romance)? 

What’s the best book to movie/tv adaptation? 

What is your go-to recommendation (a book you recommend to everyone)? 

What’s the book that surprised you the most? 

What’s the best page turner you’ve read? 

What’s the scariest book you’ve read? Most romantic? 

What’s a book that everyone loved but you didn’t? 

What are you planning to read next? 
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